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DANVILLE HAS BEEN SLANDERED BY MAGAZINE WRITER.

IT IS A WIDE AWAKE, PROGRESSIVE AND PROSPEROUS TOW

Increase in Business for
the Decade Refutes

Magazine Slander, s

LET THE FACTS IN
THE CASE SPEAK OUT

Bank Reports, Postofice Accounts
and All Other Figures
Speak Volumes,

REAL ESTATE VALUES
AND BUiLDING Z00MS

Danville Has Increased in Popu-
lation, i Business, in Tax
Valuations, in Diversified
Interests, a_nd.Alcang
‘All Business

AL Linés.

slil from n Staft Corfespondent.)

VILLE, VA, June 16—In . tha
June' number of - MeClure's Mapgazing
ihere Is an article on Danvile, wriiten
by Ray Stanopnrd Baker, which,  te ‘say’
the least of it, I8 the worst advertigpe-
ment of ‘o progresslye cand up-to-dato
city that ever went irito print.. Phe ar-
tlele (ls profusely Mustrated nnd abounds,
in' pietures of cerinin tenaniless tobacco.
factories, together with the ruins of ona:
or two that have recontly been: burned
down, and with one or two cuts showlng
whiit the artlcle élalms 'to bo o decling
fn.the leaf tobacco business, and the
protographs of two of | Danyille's lending
but ‘misgulded eltlzens. ' The artlele 15
entitled “The Way of o Rallroad With a
Town, or the Story of the Struggle of
Ihn\me. Y., with ‘the Bouthern Rall-
way,'”

1t ls avowedly an ML:L:k upon  the
Houthern. Rallway | becausa of  certain
freight rate dizeriminations against Dan-
ville, 'and Bald to be In favor of Lynch-
burg, Richmond and other markets. Its
atlempt Is to show that the Southern
Rallway, by diseriminntion agalnst, Dan-
villa in the matter of frelght rates, has
killed Danvilie, and its impllad’ purposg
1s to work an:dnfluenco onthe. Congresa
of the United Biates, fow considering the
matter of. putting the making of rallway
raleg under the control of the Interstato
Commerce Commisalon,

Some Truth; Much; Fiction.

The artlcle/ts founded upan a modicum
of fact, 1| fa true, and pity 'tis 'tls true.
But upon thiz small foundation Mr, Ray
Htannard Buker writes ﬂrleun pages for
the “AlcClure Magazine," which is abso-
lutely unirue, In that he draws a pleturs
of Danville, one of the llvest and most
progressive citdes In Virginla, or In the
whole South, that should naver hava been
drawn, He makes n plcture that Is o
fit gpmpanion plece for Goldsmith's ''De-.
perted Villaga''—a plctura that in the yery
nature of the case {s untrue and, to say
the least of it, s o very poor. advertiso-
ment for Danville and & reflection updh
the ‘whole ‘Btate of Virginia.

The waves of prosperity whlch hava
boen - lashing tho  shores of this  great
country for the past ten or more' years
have. Lthrown 'a large proportlon of thelr
gpray upon ‘Danville, ‘and ' to-day . there
is not & more pro.,"resslvﬁ wlde-awake,

up-to-date town on the map. Tha article,
when it ‘appeared, was simply stml'!rlﬁ'
to those who thought they knew better
things of Danville, and The Times-Dis-
patch ecnt me here to Investigate from
the' ground up' and ascertnin the truth or
falsity of the fiftesn-page Joramiad In
the June' number of !.icClure's Maga-
aine,"”

! A Just Complaint,

As atated nbove, T find It based upon
p amall amount of truth, butn the main
Inlse. Danville has just complaint Against
the Bouthern Rallway. She does not en-
Joy what Is known as competitive ratea,
Wwnd’ on Incoming ' freighta her, business
men have 1o pay-a grester 1ate ‘than

lmuvlor rates than ,other Inland towns
thit are marked on the rallwiuy maps na
non-compet(tive  pointe,  The competitive
rald l8 what Danville has Lhien striving
for, and she has made oo vigorous: nght
to mecura it Bhe has- spent large sums
of money, and Is now naying Interest on
o lorge bonded debt Incurred for tha poe
pose of assleting In. the bullding of com-
petitive rallways. Bhe did help to bulla
three rallwaye, but In Ume they were
hought. up by the Richiond nnd Dan-
ville: Rallway, which afterwnrds beenme
the Southern Ralway, and now, while
the raflways sprend out from Danvllie
north, easl;, smith and west, they arp
all owned byl the Houthern und are operi-
ted g one system, and Danville no longer
enjoys the compeltive rates Jinl Lyneh-
b, Riechmond, Norfolk and #r:lrm other
Virginla towns o enjoy.

Danville fleat nppealed w o the raflway
fteelf for rollef and then It sent before
tha Interstate Commerca Commisgion anl
thers won {ts case, but the Southern

appealed. to
The | courts’

Commligslon “and
Htates  courts,

meree
Unlted de=
mission and in favor of the raflread, and
there It would geam that the eantest would
end, but citlzens of Danvilie concelved tha
fdea "of appenling to. Congrass and o
further fight wnas made when the ques-
tlgn of placing rate making under the
control of ‘the Interstate Commerce Com-
mleslon. gol. before Copgress,

Danville Hustles.
In the meanilme Danville business men,
pushed 7 thelr  businegs: In- splle

of the drawbacks, such as are alluded
to  above, and notwithstanding. the rate

Bnergy.

“men'iand  writes o fifteen

18 easlly “explained,

“part of theo citizens, and they appealed:to

“diseriminatlon compluined of, Danviies
Cprogress within ‘thd Inst ten years hna
cen’ wonderful, equally as great as that
it Lynchburg, ' Richmond, Norfolk, ‘or
any other town on the map, and yet this
magnzine writer gocs Lo Danville at the
invitation of: some |ll-advised  Danville
page articla
ghounding In miaatptements and false-
hoods, which la belng circulaled nll’ over
the, eountry greally tol Danville's ‘hurl

I have nothing to say about Danville's
fight ugainst  the 'rallroad. ' I.am  not
hera  to defend tho rallroad. - Danville
has | just, eguse: for complaint, ‘but I 'am
lieree.to demy | that/ Danville is in a stats
of ruln, and’lz on'a pﬂr with 'Gold-
smith's  “Deserted Village,"! and within
the last two doys I have gathered'a suffld
cleney . of facts to ebundantly 'diaprove
this statement. Let the facts speak for
themgelves,

Mr. Baker In his magazine articles al-
Irides ‘to the fact that there has heen
o decrenss in . the tax valuation of Dan-
villo. real’ estate within the past fifteen
wyears;” This is true \in-one sense, but
“Am s well, known,
ihe Jawa of Virginla!require that thers
phall be' &' new asscssment of real’ es-
tate and all other property for taxation
onca. in’ flva yeara, ¢

The Bowen Assessment.

In 1855, Mr. F..F. Bawen was appointed
speclal assassor. . Danville had’ fust been
on a boom, and it s a notorlous’ fact
that Mr. Bowen was o trifle too opti-
mistie, 'end’ . oyer ' assessed 'all  Danville
property.  ‘The Bowen '.Auseasmem" wes
a subject of general complaint on tha
the  courts for reassessmoent, but were
not  sustalned. Thera wae &
ery for vears against “the Bowen assess-
ment," ‘and’ In 1800, when the late, Frank
P, Gravely wag  #ppolnted special = as-
sessor, (there waa universal demand: that
he should cut down ths Bawon figures.
Agnin {n 18%6 and agaln'.in 18} and then
in 1906, Mr. Gravely was epecial nssessor,
and in order to equalize the Bowen as-
pessment,  each tima Mr. Grovely re-
duced the.valucs: in certaln. perts of the
town, but In 1905, while he continued to
reduce  tho  valuations ! on . lower DMaln
Btreet, on account of certain local causes,
he dld:largely Increase valuatlons In the

resldence . portion | of ‘the town and in
spma parts of tha buslness.sectlon,
Thug, it appears by the-  books that

valups on renl estate:are really marked
lower than they were twently years. ago,
Notwithstanding this the  lmcprovements
put upon the real estate, the numerous
magnificent tobacco factories nnd ware-
houses,:the enlargement and Improvement
of the cotton factorles and (Ha erection
of-hundreds of splendld modern  private
resldences have' so Increased valua that
the taxes of thia good year 1, pald into
the treasury of Danville' amounted. to

sither’ Lynchburg or Rlohmond, but not

ignored the order of the Interstate Com- |
the

elded ngninet Danville, ngalnst the com- |

who'have a most commendable pluck and

hue' and |

BUSINESS PART OF MAIN STREET, DANVILLE, VA, LOOKING WEST,

REAL ESTATE MND
BUILDING NEWS

‘Bad 'Weather and r\lbsencc of an
Exchange Knocked: Business
in Cocked Haj.

SUBURBS SHOW. UP, HOWEVER|

Building Operations Are " Brisk,
and Cozy Homes Are Rapid-
1y Going Up.

Weather conditiong for the week: just
passed were such ns to almost ‘put the
‘real estate business in the hole—that is,
the real 'estate business as' It ig at pres-
ent conducted In, this part of the great
moral vinpeyurd. With rain nearly every
day nnd’ phenomenally -gool  weather for
the leafy month of June, there was but
littls ' actual business. done in’ the. real
estate. lne, Boma prlw&tn'sales were
made  hera 'and . there, but ‘they wera
very private, and the parties to the same,
including the real estote agents who' en-
gineered them, are as retlcent-as If ther
wern carved out of Egyptian rock to play
the part of sphinx.

The cool and rainy week,” howe\'ar. ‘hes
been an object lesson:that the real estato
men may well taxe! to heart and-stndy
with care. It {8 a shams that such an

Important part of :the commercial Interest
of Richmond should ba so entirely depeng-

ent upon the ‘whimsicallties * of  the
weather, i e

Let 'n raln come, and all the real
estats men In Richmond nare ldle, un-

Jess they can catch a customer who I8
willlng to ‘trade on gn ‘unofficlal blus

print.
VoIt has been ralny nnd cool all of ‘this

(Continued on Fourth Page.)

week, and that i the reason. so littlo

THE “DUIJLEY BLOCK." DANVILLE. VA;, S
ﬁull.ts &4 an inyestment: foup. ;rucs #00: BYOIY ltwmnna_:oom L1

real estate hs-been 'gold. But real estate
ought o keep golng, rain or shine, nnd
1t would, too,’ If thers was BOmE :ﬂnce
where real estate businss could be trang-
acted Indoorse.) What Rlchmond wants,
and wants badly, s a real estate ex-
change. The 'wonder is that such live
and up-to-date  business hustlers’ ns. ara
the real estate, ngents of tho town have
not:-long since established an'exchange.
Notwithstanding the bad weather and
the drawbacks Incldental thereto, some
business hne been done {n the real estats
line,” There| are’ rumors to the effect that
‘BOME | Very larga’ denls have been’ put on
th edge of maturlity, but'the agents who
are engineering”these reported deals, aro’
as sllent /and as cIose lipped: aa a’clam.

. Suburbs chm Anyhow.

Weather. e it coolior hot or ralny or
shiny, does not stop the agent who makes
a - epecialty of suburban  property. They
hustle all the tims. The Highland Park
Land Company reports:geveral very good
snleg for ‘the past week and prospects
are ‘lively for futurs sales. Bulldlng ls
stlll golng forward, and all polnts con-
sldered, Highland Park I8 at|ll on the
weve of Drogress. .

Forest Hill Park'lots are selling’ brlskly,
President James ¥.  Bradly, of tha Forest
Hill Pork Land Company, reports a rapid-
ly ‘incrensing  Interest in' this: beautiful
suburb,. Forest Hill-Park 18- one of na=-
ture's. most  attractive playgrounds and
the  sltes. for homes§offered to: home-
geekers, have many’ unique advantnges,
Tho  purest. of water, easy naccess, 'de-
Heghtful surroundings and terms on . which
all can.secura a home.—What mors can

be asked?
Ginter Park,

Elght' lota were sold 'at Ginter Park
the past week, and two' of the purchasers
are already having plans drawn for thelr
houses., Mr, B' N, Newman, nreq!dﬂnt of
the Coppridge Heater Company, has 'taken
the two lots -at the northenst: corper, of
Rennle and Bemlipary Avenues; Mr. Bam:/
uel W. 'Meek hns sccured the three'lots
at the northweet’ corner' of Rennie ond
Chamberlayne  Avenues, and Mr. M. B,
McCohan, formerly® of - Pittsburg, of the
purchasing 'department of the Amaerican
Lacomotive TWomks, purchased a lot ‘on
the west alde of Choimberlayne “Avenue,
between  Melroze and  Walton' ‘Avenues,
and Mr. Allen M, Yongo, of 104 REus{
Franklin Street, has bought the two lots
on the east slde of :Chamberlayns Ave-
enue,’ fronting the  ogmpus of the Unlon
Theological Beminary iand' looking. down
#Melrose Avenue towards Brook | Turn-
plke and "Laburnum.'’

Four. new resldences are now Dbeing
bullt: there, ond it I8 expscted  that
ground  will be broken for several more
Lthis ' week,

New Hand at Bellows,

Mr, Albert Kramer,. formerly ‘of Dur-
ham, 'N. €, has' taken' eharge’ of the
business  of the Rrookland, Park Land
Company, Brookland 'Park. {s’ known' to
all ng ong of Hichmond's thriving sub-
urbe, ‘It ndjoina Barton Helghts nnd s
reached hy - tha Firat Street line,

Mr, Kramer, 18 engaged [n the leaf tao-
hacco husineas, In Bhockoe Ellp, and has
his office In the Tobiceo Wxchange bulld-
Ing, and will handle hoth' the tobhacco hus=
ipese ond the Brookland Park proparty
from the some office,

Clearing-House Averages,

(By Assoclated Press.)

New Yorlk, June 16—Tho 'statement of
the clenringzhause, banks far. this week
show that (he' banks hold $7,703,376 over
the legal reaerve requirements, This |s
a  decreasg of ' $85,076 cupdep Inet week,
Tho atatement ' follows;

Loting; $1,060,076.500; 'Increase, $513,700,

Deposlts; $1,048182,100; {ncreago, $1,046700,

Circulation,  HE.457,400; dacrenss,” §44,000,

Legal ' tenders, IBE.?M 800 inorenss, §l,-
§49,600, .

gpecie,  §188,357,000;  dacrenge, . $1,773,000,
Resepve, $200,118,000;  decreaso, 178,000,
‘vg!uanrvo required, - §302,045,625; Incrensa,
‘B.g!ur lus, TeRErys, l:n?osm' decrenss;

Unneﬂ Btotes deposltn, Mootz den
‘orease, | §411,100 /
| '_'_'_-'.'_‘f"_""_ \
Patents to Virginians,
(8pecfal .ta The Times:Plapatehi)

WABIINGTON, ‘D, ¢y June 18-
Messrs, |Davis . and /Dayls, \ YWashington
Fulont Attorneys, il'e;mlﬂt the! grant, thie

week, (o oltizens lof’ um Er-a:e. of tho
follnwinu' patentn! §

'Clayton M, Schaolgy and O, 'N, Casey,
of ‘Teeabuni, . nut=locki! John A: Poarn
‘berger, | of . Reanoke,. steam-bollery. and

Juniua BRI Wilcox, ot Norfolk ;oq.a-umll
mechaniaia m ‘elovaia A i

PLANS FOR TANY.
ELECTRIC LINES

The; New IRbad to :Fincastle is
Taking Practicable
Shape.

THE. NEW LINE TO, SALEM

New. Company 'Expects. to Fur-
nish Light and Power ina
Few Weeks,

(spacinl to, The: Timea-Dlspatch,)
ROANOKE, VL, Juna 1n-1r ally the
plans. for electrlc lines to gud - from  thin

clty ara carried out Lheru will e ''a
not ‘work 'around Roanoke. Not only &
the line to be' bullt: from  Salem, 'but

rightaof way are’ being goten for''n
line'from 'this ‘clty ' to  Fincastle, Mil-
llonalre  Camp, who hasg' built' the big
dam 'below the cly, ta.the moving spirit.
Ho is to furnish/all the necbesary power
and promises to otherwlse ald' tha pr-
maters.

People along the pmposed line to Fin-
castla ‘are showing a very !beral mpirit.
They ‘are npt only ghving  the right of
way, but saveral have offered to toke
stook In ‘the-company. Tlme.and tima
again  efforts havo boen: meds | to, bulld
a line of some kind from Fincastle, with-
out!success. Tha blg power plant/of M,
Camir, has =olvéd ' the problem, ) He can
furnish’ all’ tha pawer that s’ needed
when he completes the plons ha hus on
hond.’  Not. content with his! present
plant, ha hng secured pnother site on the
rlver for rnother dam, —and also purs
chaspd . n slte .on Rent! Mountain for 'the'
third plant,

The line that'ls to run from Balemn
will enter, Roanoke on the north slda,
and coma Into the Dusiness sectlon over
Henry Straet bridge, | It will ‘then ' run

‘mtroets grading,

to the Foir Grounds, and’ out to. Cryatal
Spring, fand go on- fo Viiton! (It 1= also
plannd' to' continue the line to the power
plant. The river will b  banked up for
threa ‘miles and furnigh o lorge lake on
which hoats of all’ kinds can eall, .and

it {s . provable ‘thatin park ‘wil bo lald

att there.

The new comp.r:ln'\" nxpects to get, 1ta
current ‘Inio the elty within slx woeks.
It' not only offers’ llght and puwer At
very low rates, but proposea. tollight nll
tha:churches of the city frec-of charge.

The Roanoke Electrleal Company has
met the low pricesiof the water power
company by pffering to’ lght realdences
for  $1-per month.

The rival companles promlsa to make
things lively, iand eleetric lighting will
be.chenper than|coal oll In Rounnke, o8
long as. the cumpntitlnn Iusm i

The  Virginla and Tennesses. Telephono:

Company, are ‘progresslng rapldly, laying
condults for' the wires. 'Bstween the
work on tho Camphell Avenue draln, the
laying of ‘mew. sewers,, conduits, and
two-thirds of ‘the strects
of tha ¢ty nre-torn up.

Several thousand' dollars’ will be spent
on’ Improvements. of ' the Academy of
Musle. . Tho lobby s to  bs enlarged,
new, dresaing rooms bullt] nnd the house
frescocd,  The' fresco deslghs’ ars’ very
handsome, Rl i i

TELEPHONE SERVICE.

A { i 4 )
Line Burned by Rcent Fire Pur-
chased by New Concern.
(Speelal to ‘The, Times-Dispatch.)
SOUTTH . BOSTON, VAL, “Tuna 16.—The
Dan' River Telephone Company, has purs
chnsad from R. A, Perkinson, the South
Boston' Telaphone ' Line and Its franchlse;
The new:-company 18 enmposed of tha
following (well-known  men: ;
Rufus  Owen, of Black Walnut; Al A,
Owen and A, D, Wikins, 'of Turbeville,
nnd Charles'®rooks, of Bouth BDoston,
Dhiring ! the  fire 7of ‘Juna tho' first, tha
centraloffice of the ' telophone: exchange
wns complately destroyed, together with
o large.number of _poles, Bouth Boaton
hns been wilheut ’phona’esrvice sinua
tha Nre, bulb the new ‘company s al-
ready ot work . putting up new poles and
naw lines: of wire,

be on

ang Centril’ office | will Maln
Street, having rormerly been’sltuated, ‘on
Brond; ‘and ‘nn ' excellent 'phona servied

1a .promised,

Has No Competitor:
South. and Takes:
None in North,

of Which Are Simply |
Wonderful to the
Uninformed.

Richmond, haoa always heen 'nlw
sile  grocery, morket. Away! back ¥
der before 'the (Civil “ywar) thera:
houses:In thla city “whlet sold (gro
Iy wholesals to Virginin and Rorth
Iina retatlers, In those days, tho'b

was . done | along ‘very  différen
from. those upon which it {8 now
dacted, and - was coniflned::to ith

Htates named. Then)the wholest
Apld. pretty. much cvery r.hlns.}
cepting  heovy: dry goods,' such?
Ing, ‘goods’ for tho moking of cluth[n’ﬂ
for: the negroes on the farm, 6t

Nowndays' the wholesale) grnc
only entables, and not alliof the
{ngtanee, ‘the bulic of thé medt
13 done by thd packing-Housod,
alt  business is distinctive. Gruc
longer sell 'leather ag.in: thei'ol
but' that commodlty ia sold by tha
snln lepther merchants,

In old: times tho ‘grocer aold ) nal
other hardware, but now that'isia.
distingtive husiness, and tho{gro
only  groceries’ proper,. but! the 't
oild wholesale  grocery '’ houses ‘|
mond sell’ these In':suchiivolume
thay, do not miss tha other line

Rlehmond merchants no  long
green coffec in'sncks a= in’ the ol
but'they buy Immehse quantitiesinf
eqffen, and 'In’ thelr own! establlsh
roast’ ihe ‘same,. put it up in
Inyarlous | suitable  slzes, | nn
shape. more’ pounds  of | coffea g0

‘thing ke & miflon and o’ quarter

Richmond ‘thnn eyer before kna
histary. “Seven or elglt of thet
grocery! ‘houses' hove  coffoo T
plants, | whleh’ they run! ‘iniiconn
wlth thelr ‘other; business, and
priitty much ull of Lha Bouth wlth
colfecs,

It ls. not nn pgy mattar to’
figures  that slow Richmondig® immens
wholesale . grocery trmde, but! the: K
of the rallway companles: tell n’tal
{5 slmply wonderful and will probably’
yrise many of thu readers off The Tt
Dispatch.: | ;

Figures - obtained  from the ‘snt
books of just ona of the) trunkilines;
valuablo in this) connection, “The gy
from . thesa  hooks | for the flrst Zthre
months of the current year show that tl
wholesale ~grocera shipped during 'th
perlod 176,000 tons ' of grocerles,ian
crense of twenly-fve per cent. over.th
sama perlod’ of ‘two years ago. Moy 113
this totnl for thrce months by four.iand
you have a yenr's shipments onia
servativo« estimnta of 708,000
to thlu what I8 know as
ments,”” nnd nlso the goods sold‘t
Incal trade In Riphmond and Manches
swhich de not figurp dn the rallrond bgpki
and we: have, o total| husineas of

of groceries thot have passed  througty
the hands of the wholesale grocers durlnl
the past renr i
“Drop Shipments.”
“Drop  shipments!! are. heavyiigoa
bought and: sqld by Richmond? Jobb

(Continued on Fourth Page:).




